
PAGE 1 

Greeting in the name of Christ our Lord! 

Together - a word that can mean so many different things. In a 
world that often pulls us apart, God calls us to the beauty and 
strength of being truly together! Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 reminds us 
that "two are better than one" because we can help each other 
up, keep each other warm, and stand stronger against 
challenges—like a cord of three strands that is not easily broken. 
When we walk together in faith, we experience practical 
support, encouragement, and the multiplied reward of shared 
labor in Christ's kingdom. 

The early church modeled this unity powerfully. In Acts 2:1, they 
were "all together in one place" when the Holy Spirit came at 
Pentecost, and as a result, they shared everything, met daily 
with glad hearts, and praised God together (Acts 2:44, 46).  
This oneness reflected the heart of Ephesians 4:3-4, urging us to 
"make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace," for there is one body, one Spirit, one Lord, 
and one faith.  

Our church has so many ways to continue to serve together and 
be fruitful and loving to others. Let's keep gathering, 

supporting, and loving one another, inviting the 
Holy Spirit to keep us knit close to each other, as 
God designed us to be. In that unity we are better, 
stronger, and more joyful together and it shows 
to others outside of these walls! 

Let it be so - AMEN!     Pastor Mickie 
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One Body but Many Parts 
12 There is one body, but it has many parts. But 
all its many parts make up one body. It is the 
same with Christ. 13 We were all baptized by one 
Holy Spirit. And so we are formed into one 
body. It didn’t matter whether we were Jews or 
Gentiles, slaves or free people. We were all given 
the same Spirit to drink. 14 So the body is not 
made up of just one part. It has many parts. 
15 Suppose the foot says, “I am not a hand. So I 
don’t belong to the body.” By saying this, it 
cannot stop being part of the body. 16 And 
suppose the ear says, “I am not an eye. So I don’t 
belong to the body.” By saying this, it cannot 
stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body 
were an eye, how could it hear? If the whole 
body were an ear, how could it smell? 18 God has 
placed each part in the body just as he wanted it 
to be. 19 If all the parts were the same, how could 
there be a body? 20 As it is, there are many parts. 
But there is only one body. 
21 The eye can’t say to the hand, “I don’t need 
you!” The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t 
need you!” 22 In fact, it is just the opposite. The 
parts of the body that seem to be weaker are the 
ones we can’t do without. 23 The parts that we 
think are less important we treat with special 
honor. The private parts aren’t shown. But they 
are treated with special care. 24 The parts that can 
be shown don’t need special care. But God has 
put together all the parts of the body. And he 
has given more honor to the parts that didn’t 
have any. 25 In that way, the parts of the body 
will not take sides. All of them will take care of 
one another. 26 If one part suffers, every part 
suffers with it. If one part is honored, every part 
shares in its joy. 
27 You are the body of Christ.  
Each one of you is a part of it. 

1 Corinthians 12 :12-27 

Brighton Methodist Church is so very 

blessed to have many new people coming 

to our church family! With that in mind, this 

issue of the Broadcaster will be an 

introduction or reminder of all the teams, 

missions, committees, and projects that are 

going on within our church. 

Our intention is three-fold: 

To WELCOME you to our church family. 

To INFORM you of the many opportunities 

available within our church. 

To INVITE you to ask questions about or 

join in with any of these group/projects, in 

whatever way works best for you. 
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Let’s start with the official 
Boards, Committees, and Teams 

ALF (AGE LEVEL AND FAMILY SERVICES) 

While ALF is known as the “fun” committee, they put a lot of thought and work into each of their 

activities. After their yearly planning meeting in January, ALF is busy once or more each month 

with handouts during worship service or activities that are always family friendly and include all 

ages. We all look forward to Mother’s Day cheesecakes and Father’s Day root beer floats, along 

with the St. Patricks Day Touch of Green Potluck and Game Night, and the Annual 4th of July Ice 

Cream Social and Fireworks Watch Party. The end of August brings our Annual Church Picnic and 

this will be the second year for the Cornhole Tournament (Janon and KyAnn Swink are the 

defending Champions).  October is the month for the Chili Cook Off and Game Night (Marilyn St. 

Onge is the defending champion in that). You can read the full list of activities to come on the ALF 

section in this newsletter on page 15. ALF is always looking for fun ideas and people to help bring 

those ideas to life. See Val Fraley (303-659-4887) or Deb Friedholm  

(720-412-3576) for more information.  

BMC CARE TEAM 

These are the folks who look after congregation care. Headed by co-leaders Connie Hecox and 

Sharee Strasheim, this team sends out birthday and encouragement cards, along with holiday 

cards. They put together bags to take to our Faithful at Home (those who can’t make it to church 

or events very often). They make phone calls and visits to those in need of some fellowship. The 

Care Team is always looking for more individuals who have some time to send out cards or make 

phone calls. They meet once every month or so here at the church, usually in the afternoon. 

Please see or call Connie (303-498-0708) or Sharee (3030-452-9898) if you would like more 

information, or if you would like to join their team. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The Trustees oversee the upkeep and maintenance of the church building and the property.  

They carefully consider what repairs or upgrades are necessary, and make sure they are done in a 

professional and cost-effective manner. The Trustees organize Clean Up days for the church, 

asking for the church family to come in and help with outside and inside tasks to make sure that 

our church stays looking and functioning the best it can. Ted Banks is the chairperson for the 

committee, with Rick Hass his second in command. If you have some experience with upkeep  

and care of property or a skill set you can offer, please speak to Ted (303-324-3446) or  

Rick Hass (303-908-4116). You don’t have to join the committee to offer help. 
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SEEDS OF CHANGE: THE SERVICE AND MISSION TEAM 

This newly formed team has a “service for life” attitude, creating opportunities for all ages to 
contribute to our projects and missions. Everyone on the team is working on a project or mission 
that may seem small, but small seeds grow into big changes. This year we took Christmas cards to 
Inglenook for all the residents. We manage the donations to the grocery cart up by the front desk, 
dividing the food between two food banks: Almost Home and Hope4Tomorrow. We have been 
collecting pill bottles that will be cleaned and sent to the Matthew 25 group to be distributed to 
underdeveloped countries that do not have access to pill bottles and would otherwise just get 
their pills in their hands. (Pill bottles are collected in the basket on the ledge by the front office.) 
We are working on blood drive, along with ideas for restarting our ESL program. The Seeds of 
Change Team is always looking for people to join us with their ideas and their hearts for service. 
We meet once a month, usually after worship service. Call Glenda Shealey (720-951-0291) if you 
would like to hear more or want to join us. 

SPRC (STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE) 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is the administrative unit in the local church where staff and 
congregational interests are integrated to focus on the mission of the church. SPRC provides 
emotional and spiritual support for all church staff and collaborates with the pastor to develop job 
descriptions, fill new staff positions, conduct background checks and offer annual evaluations of 
all employees. Additionally, the committee recommends salaries and other compensation for 
church staff.  

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE  

Join Our Committee on Finance! 
Under the dedicated leadership of Mel Christensen, our small Committee on Finance stewards 
our church’s financial resources with care and integrity. 
 The team: • Counts and records offerings and donations 
  • Tracks pledges, memorial funds, and special gifts 
  • Pays bills, handles taxes, and manages commitments 
  • Helps prepare the annual church budget 
Their faithful work ensures every gift supports our worship, ministry, and mission. 
We’re prayerfully seeking a few more members—especially those with financial or accounting 
experience, though a heart for stewardship and willingness to serve are most important! 
If you’d like to help keep our church strong for years to come, please contact Pastor Mickie or the 
church office.  — submitted by Janon Swink 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

The Worship Committee supports the pastor by assisting with the logistics, resources, and 
staffing for worship, coordinating ministries like ushers, Communion servers, scripture readers, 
music, planning for special services (Christmas, Easter), and managing sanctuary decor (banners, 
flowers, paraments). Working closely with the pastor and the music director, they strive to make a 
cohesive and heart-felt worship experience for our congregation, in a safe and inclusive 
atmosphere for all ages. Les Fraley (303-659-4887) is the chair of the Worship Committee, and he 
would welcome anyone with interest and ideas to join them. They meet on the first Wednesday of 
the month at 6:00 pm at the church, with an option to join online through Zoom.  
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PRAYER WARRIORS EMAIL GROUP 

We know that prayer is powerful, and at BMC our Prayer Teams are strong! 

The Prayer Warriors are headed by Les Fraley and Karen Lemke. Les and Karen compile the 

prayer needs in an email and send them every week or so to everyone who joins the Prayer 

Warriors. Occasionally there are more urgent prayer requests, and those are sent out 

immediately. If you would like to be in this powerful group, you can click this link:  

or go online to our website at www.brightonmethodist.org/prayer-wall/  

and click on the link to be added to the Prayer Warriors email list. 

Now on to the Groups, Classes, 
and Individual Mission Projects 

CLICK  
HERE  

MID-DAY PRAYER BREAK ON FACEBOOK LIVE 

Monday through Friday at noon (12:00 pm) we broadcast our Mid-Day 

Prayer Break through our Facebook page. In addition to prayer, we read 

scripture, offer a confession of sin and assurance of pardon, and share joys 

and concerns. Join us at www.facebook.com/BrightonMethodistChurch 

or click this link to be directed to our Facebook page: CLICK  
HERE   

“Read and pray daily. It is for your life. There is no other way.” John Wesley 

WEDNESDAY MORNING PRAYER MEETING ON ZOOM 

Join Les Fraley and Karen Lemke as they lead a Prayer Meeting 

right in the comfort of your own home. Click the link to the right 

to join the 9:00 am Prayer Meeting every Wednesday morning. 

See Les with any questions. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Prayer shawls are handmade smaller blankets that have been prayed over while they are being 

made and blessed by the pastor after they are finished. We hang a few of these on the railing 

behind the pulpit in the sanctuary. These can be knitted or crocheted, in any pattern or color, 

suitable for men or women. This ministry is directed by Carol Fariello. She refers to the shawls as 

“hugs from Jesus”. If you are would like to know more or participate, please see Carol. 

CLICK  
HERE   

https://brightonmethodist.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a1770f3beaa65b6761dce9b24&id=a43b79010d
https://brightonmethodist.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a1770f3beaa65b6761dce9b24&id=a43b79010d
https://www.facebook.com/BrightonMethodistChurch
https://brightonmethodist.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a1770f3beaa65b6761dce9b24&id=a43b79010d
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77990786151?pwd=fh8J8HJTHOr_WsCG01S0WS9Y5Q9bcY.1
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77990786151?pwd=fh8J8HJTHOr_WsCG01S0WS9Y5Q9bcY.1
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77990786151?pwd=fh8J8HJTHOr_WsCG01S0WS9Y5Q9bcY.1
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

This group meets in the church library at 11:00 am on Sunday mornings. Dale Friedholm leads 
this class, but says he is not the teacher because he is also a student. Together they have studied 
individual books of the bible on a verse by verse basis, studied with acclaimed scholars in video 
presentations, and always have group discussions over material covered in class. Anyone and 
everyone are invited to join them. 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

Dale Friedholm also facilitates this group, which meets in the library on Tuesday mornings at  
9:00 am. Typically they study a book series or video series by a bible teacher/scholar such as 
Sandra Richter, Max Lucado, and others with group discussions over material covered in class.  
Anyone is invited to join. Please see Dale Friedholm for more information. 

"The church changes the world not by making converts but by making disciples.”   John Wesley 

WESLEY CLASS MEETINGS AND BANDS 

Please refer to page 10 for a detailed explanation of these meetings. If you are interested in 
joining one, see Pastor Mickie or call the front office. 

"Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.”  Psalm 100:1 

CHOIR 

The choir would love some new members to help them make a joyful noise! They meet on 
Tuesday evenings at 6:00 pm. Please see Bev Bucci or Janon Swink if you would like to join the 
choir or if you would like to offer to provide special music during a worship service. 

EXTENSION MINISTRY (FROM PASTOR MICKIE AND RICK HASS) 

Long after worship service and Sunday school are over, after all the tables are cleaned and 
cookies put away, Pastor Mickie and her husband Rick keep on giving of their time in the Lord’s 
service. Together they take their ministry on the road to our “Faithful at Home” at some of the 
retirement communities in the area: 

• Inglenook Retirement Community—ministering three times a month with worship,  
communion, and music 

• The Retreat at Church Ranch—ministering twice a month with worship, communion and music 

• Sunny Acres—ministering with music and hymns once a quarter 

• Wind Crest Senior Living in Highlands Ranch, CO—twice a month for hymns/entertainment.  

Talk to Pastor Mickie or Rick to find out how you can attend and join in one of these  
fulfilling events. 

METHODIST MEN’S GROUP ON ZOOM 

The men in our church family gather on Tuesdays at 1:30 pm using Zoom. They also have a 
breakfast meeting on the second Saturday of each month at 8:30 am at Village Inn. Please see  
Les Fraley for more information. 
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"Serve one another humbly in love."   Galatians 5:13 

SUNDAY MORNING KITCHEN CREW 

If you are more of a “Martha” type of servant, we have a place for you! Sunday Worship Services 

wouldn’t be the same if they didn’t include Fellowship Time with goodies, snacks, and coffee. 

Come in before service and help make coffee and lemonade, and set out cookies, fruit, and 

cheese. Or if you only have time after service, you can help with the dishes and clean up. Shirley 

Beliveau and Robbin Thompson are always thankful for whatever help is offered. Just stop by the 

kitchen and ask what you can do. You won’t be turned away! 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY DINNERS 

If you haven’t been to one of these, you are missing out! Twice a month, the first and third 

Wednesday of the month, BMC hosts a full dinner (main course, sides, drinks, and desserts) for 

only $5.00 each adult, kids 10 and under are free. Deb Friedholm, with help from Vicky Hamilton, 

plan, cook, and serve these dinners with a team of folks who step up to help prep and serve, and 

then clean dishes and put them all away. This is a true outreach for BMC, as about half of the 

people who attend are not from our congregation, but we consider them part of our church 

family. If you would like to help with these events, please see Deb Friedholm. 

EVENT COORDINATION 

When BMC hosts weddings, funerals, and memorial services, we usually call on our Event 

Coordinators to help round up cookies and servers for the event. The coordinators are Connie 

Banks and Vicky Hamilton. Under the direction of Pastor Mickie, they decide what is needed, from 

plates of cookies to sandwiches and side dishes, and how many people it will take to run the 

event smoothly. If you would like to be on the list of helpers, please call Glenda Shealey in the 

front office. We don’t have many events, but it is always good to know that we have folks who will 

step up and contribute whatever they can. 

TOTES FOR HOPE 

Totes for Hope is the team that prepare bags of food to take to children in need at local 

elementary schools to take home so they have food on the weekends. The food comes from the 

Food Bank of the Rockies, and is bagged and distributed to schools that have signed up with us. 

Les Fraley is the leader of this team. Please see Les or call him (303-659-4887) for more 

information or to find to a way for you to help with this mission. 
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BUY GREAT COFFEE AND HELP OUT PROVIDE SAFE WATER FOR THE WORLD 

The coffee that you drink in Fellowship Hall is roasted by Dale Friedholm as a mission project to 
help provide funding for Water for Life. Please see the article on page 14 for more information. 
See Dale if you would like to purchase some of this fine coffee! 

OPERATION PAPERBACK 

I am a Volunteer Shipper of books for Operation Paperback.   
I will be happy to take your used (in good condition) books - paperbacks and 
hardbacks,  all genre - thriller, history, romance, mystery, cookbooks, kids books, 
and more to share with our Veterans.  They also accept DVDs in good condition.  

These books are collected and shipped to our military men and women overseas, 
as well as the military bases and VA Hospitals here in the USA.  

Operation Paperback started in 1999 and has 19,000+ volunteers that ship about 15,000 books 
per month.  

Also if YOU are a veteran and would like to receive books please go to 
www.OperationPaperback.org and sign up!  

I am happy to pick up the books and movies you donate to the box in Fellowship Hall near the 
coffee service counter.  Currently we have sent 112 boxes and 2,619 books.  Thank you!   
— submitted by Robbin Thompson 

“Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.”     John Wesley 

READ BOOKS TO KIDS AT FIRSTART PRESCHOOL 

The daycare/school that rents space from BMC is also one of our best mission projects! Helping 
these children is a gift for yourself. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in Fellowship 
Hall to read books for the kids for 5 or 10 minutes. They love to have people come in and share 
their love of reading and pass that on to the kids. See Les Fraley or Glenda Shealey in the front 
office of the church for more information. 

CANNED FOOD AND DRY GOODS DONATIONS 

We are always collecting canned food and dry goods for those who need it. There is a grocery 
cart outside of the office by the South doors to put your donations in. These donations are split 
up between Almost Home and Hope4Tomorrow. If you need ideas of what to bring or the rules 
on what we can take in, there is a list on the grocery cart, or call Glenda in the front office. 

DONATIONS TO THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Don’t forget to use your King Soopers loyalty card when you shop. Help us earn money for the 
scholarship program! If you haven’t registered your card, please jump online and do so today. If 
you need any help, contact Glenda in the office. Every time you check out, type your phone 
number into the keypad at the register or swipe your card, and the donations are disbursed 
quarterly to BMC. Sign up on the King Soopers home page, under the Community Rewards link at 
the bottom of the page. Les Fraley heads up this team, and they also accept direct donations. 

http://www.OperationPaperback.org
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Is there anything else? 
There could be... 

VBS HELPERS 

Vacation Bible School is one of BMC’s greatest mission outreach. For one week in June we invite 

kids ages 4 to 5th grade to spend their mornings with us exploring God’s world. We rely on our 

church family to help out with this awesome project in so many ways: we need leaders and 

helpers for arts and crafts, games, story time, snack time, and music. We appreciate whatever 

time you can give, whether it is one day or all five days. Time spent with these kiddos is always 

incredibly rewarding. If you are interested in helping with VBS, please see Deb Friedholm or 

Glenda in the front office. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Each week during our Worship Service, we offer Children’s Church where children that are 4 

years and older can go with a leader to another room and learn about God’s love on their own 

level. The lessons are planned by Deb Friedholm and Mel Christensen, and usually involve a fun 

craft project along with a story. We prefer to have more than one adult leading each week on a 

rotational basis. If you interested in being a leader or helper for Children’s church, please see 

Deb Friedholm or Mel Christensen.  

GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

The Global Methodist Church Women’s Ministry is a part of GMC that has not yet found footing at 

BMC, but God always has a plan. The GMC annual conference coordinators are doing significant 

work providing connection for women. Their creativity is inspiring women in their own 

conferences and others as well. One conference has developed resources for understanding our 

Wesleyan distinctives that can be used weekly, monthly or in any number of ways. Another holds 

an annual luncheon featuring excellent talks by noteworthy female leaders. Still another had over 

700 women gather for a day long retreat. Their ideas are endless.  

Pray about this. Talk with Pastor Mickie. This could become another powerful and heartfelt 

extension of our church family. 
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Continued on next page. 

The Wesley Class (more commonly called the 
Class Meeting) and the Wesley Band (or Band 
Meeting) were key small-group structures 
developed by John Wesley in the 18th century 
as part of the early Methodist movement within 
the Church of England. They formed the 
backbone of Methodist discipleship, 
accountability, and spiritual growth, helping 
fuel the Evangelical Revival in Britain and 
beyond. Wesley organized converts into 
structured communities. 

The Methodist movement began informally in 
the 1730s with societies (larger gatherings for 
preaching, prayer, and teaching). However, 
practical needs and spiritual goals led to more 
intimate divisions. 

An introduction (or refresher course) on 
WESLEY CLASS MEETINGS  
AND BAND MEETINGS 

The Class Meeting originated in 1742 in 
Bristol, England. Wesley divided the society 
into small "classes" of about 12 people each, 
led by a mature layperson (the class leader).  

The Band Meeting emerged shortly after as a 
voluntary, deeper subdivision of the classes 
(around the 1740s). These were smaller 
(typically 3–5 people) and more intimate, 
divided strictly by gender and marital status 
(e.g., married men, single women) to 
encourage open confession. 

John Wesley designed these groups to foster 
holiness of heart and life (personal 
transformation and victory over sin through 
grace). 

Wesley Class Meetings were first introduced to Brighton Methodist Church in 
2018. Leaders were trained and then classes were formed. Many of these classes 
are still going on, and participants have formed meaningful bonds with each 
other. These classes normalized speaking about our faith and our daily 
interactions with God. The main question to participants each week is  
“How have you seen God this week?” We share our ups and downs, mountains 
and valleys, in our walk with God. With support and encouragement from our 
class members, we can better face the challenges of the world, while 
acknowledging our own short comings, in a safe and loving environment. Each 
week we pray together, celebrate successes both large and small, and challenge 
each other to keep close to the Lord, finding our way as He orders our steps. 

“Watching over one another in love.” 
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Continued from previous page. 

Class Meeting 

• Meet weekly for about an hour. 

• Focused on mutual accountability, 
encouragement, prayer, hymn-
singing, Scripture discussion, and 
pastoral care. 

• Members answer questions like: 
"How is it with your soul?" or report 
on obedience to the General Rules 
(avoiding evil, doing good, using 
means of grace). 

• Purpose: Watch over one another in 
love, support discipleship in daily 
life, and ensure spiritual progress 
amid societal challenges. 

• It helped Methodism spread rapidly 
by providing structure, care for the 
poor, and accountability. 

Band Meeting  

• Encouragement for those seeking deeper 
growth. 

• Even smaller and more confessional. 

• Centers on openly confessing sins and 
temptations to pursue sanctification 
(growth in holiness). 

• Uses specific questions (from Wesley's 
"Rules of the Band Societies"), such as: 

•  What known sins have you committed 
since our last meeting? 

•  What temptations have you met with? 

• Is there anything you desire to keep 
secret? (promoting radical honesty per 
James 5:16). 

• Purpose: Deeper healing, vulnerability, and 
pursuit of "Christian perfection" (entire 
sanctification) in a safe, same-gender 
setting. 

These groups were revolutionary—they empowered lay leadership, emphasized 
practical reverence for God and created tight-knit communities that sustained revival amid 
persecution and hardship. 

Class and band meetings were central to early Methodism's explosive growth and 
identity. However, they remain influential in Wesleyan/holiness traditions, and there's renewed 
interest today in reviving them for authentic discipleship and accountability. 

Wesley created these not as ends in themselves but as "means of grace" to help ordinary people 
experience real transformation through community. 

These classes are still relevant today, and essential to our walk with God. 
If you are interested in joining a Class Meeting or Band Meeting, or if 
you would like more information, please speak to Pastor Mickie or call 
Glenda in the front office. 
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“I ask not only on behalf of these (that’s the 
disciples), but also on behalf of those who will 
believe in me through their word (that’s us), 
that they may all be one." –John 17:20-21  

While on a recent trip to Greece, I found 
myself in a restaurant sitting next to an 
orthodox priest. I struck up a conversation 
with him, explaining that an ecumenical 
council had brought me to Athens. Later in 
the conversation, I told him of the hope I 
had found at our meeting because of the 
unity around the great commission. He 
chuckled and he said, “That is the problem 
with the Western church, you keep looking 
for unity, when you should be looking for 
oneness.” I did not let on that I had no idea 
what he meant by that statement. I mean, 
aren’t unity and oneness the same thing? 
Wasn’t he splitting hairs over two words that 
had the very same meaning? We continued 
our conversation around the church. There 
was sage wisdom that seemed to spill with 
every sentence he uttered, but that thing 
about ‘oneness’ and ‘unity’ stuck with me. 
Once I got back home, I began studying 
scriptures that lifted the words “oneness,” 
“unity,” and “united.” 

On the night in which Jesus was betrayed, 
he went to the Garden of Gethsemane. In 

LEAD WELL:  
TEA WITH AN 
ORTHODOX PRIEST 

Shared from the Global 
Methodist Church Website:  

John 17:20-21, we get a glimpse of that 
prayer. Jesus prays for his disciples of that 
day and all of those who would believe in 
him to be ONE. In the only place I know of in 
scripture, where Jesus actually prayed 
directly for you and for me… he prays we will 
be one. He doesn’t pray for us to be one so 
that there might be peace and harmony, but 
so that the whole world might come to 
believe. Our oneness is imperative to our 
mission and has eternal consequences. 

Oneness and unity are often used 
interchangeably, but they have distinct 
meanings. Oneness refers to the state of 
being unified or whole, achieved through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, which joins us to 
Christ and makes us one with Him. Ephesians 
4:1-16, Paul tells us to make every effort to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit (oneness) 
through the bonds of peace and to grow into 
the fullness of Christ’s image. 

Unity, on the other hand, is the state of being 
united. It’s about coming together for a 
common purpose or goal, and it’s often used 
to describe the agreement and harmony 
among individuals or groups. Unity can be 
temporary, depending on the event or 
cause, while oneness transcends events and 
is built upon a sharing in the Spirit of God. 

By Bishop Leah Gregory • September 23, 2025  

Continued on next page. 
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Oneness is a deeper, more profound unity 
that transcends mere agreement or 
association, whereas unity is the process of 
coming together for a common purpose. 
Oneness is a coming together where the 
parts meld together, bending to the will of 
God in perfect surrender to the same divine 
spirit. In Genesis 1:9, God commands all the 
waters to come and pool together in one 
place. Waters from the rivers, oceans, 
streams, and heavens all gathered in one 
place. Distinct water molecules flowing 
together cannot be unified. They can only 
be “one.”  

As Christian leaders, we cannot operate as 
individuals with a common mission, but 
rather as one in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
We are not called to unify the church. We 
are not to bring the church together for a 
common purpose; rather, we are to lead 
them to live under the Spirit of God. Rather 
than leading for unity in name only or even 
fairness with democratic principles in place, 
we need to be praying for “oneness.” As a 
Conference Superintendent, I pray God 
equips me to lead for “oneness.”  

Many of us have tried to explain the 
experience we had in Costa Rica at the 
Global Methodist Convening conference. 
We had experienced New Room and other 
powerful worship experiences, but Costa 
Rica was more. We had all been in a room 
where people came together for common 
purposes and accomplished great things, 
but Costa Rica was unique. There was a 
divine spirit that we were all living in, which 
made for the formation of a very different 
church. It was a foretaste of Glory. Being 
one with God and one with one another, a 

church was formed that I want to give my life 
to for the sake of Christ. 

The Apostle Paul gives us an example of 
how a leader leads a church to “perfect 
unity,” or put another way, “oneness.”  

"I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
agree with one another in what you say and 
that there be no divisions among you, but 
that you be perfectly united in mind and 
thought." – 1 Corinthians 1:10 

We can learn much from Paul in this letter 
on how we are to lead people to oneness: 

• Pray for the people God has entrusted to 
your care every day 

• Do not turn a blind eye to the divisions 
and disagreements within the church, 
speak to and lead for oneness 

• Believe in the goodness of all people 
and the church 

• Speak truth in love… approach the 
conversation with the desire of greater 
understanding, restoration, and 
redemption 

• Lead people to have fellowship with one 
another and with God, seeking to live in 
the Spirit of God. 

My prayer is that we will be a people who 
come together not in a false sense of unity, 
but truly united in the Spirit of God. Living in 
such a way that the entire world might come 
to know the transformational love available 
through Christ Jesus.  

Brothers and Sisters, 
Lead Well! 
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Dale Friedholm invites you to partner with him  
Water For Life Charity supplies water filters and drills wells in developing countries 
lacking clean, safe drinking water. Their mission is to help women, children and 
families live bacteria-free, productive lives by providing the start of the solution 
where it is needed most. 

Dale roasts coffee and sells it at cost here at church. When you drink coffee at BMC, 
you are drinking coffee purchased through Dale. All proceeds are donated to Water 
for Life. If you are interested in helping Dale with this mission, you can buy his coffee, 
or make a donation. 

So far, with your help, Dale has roasted 804 pounds of coffee and has 

donated  $4,019.00  to Water for Life. 

This provides: 

73 water filters and 7.3 million gallons of clean water. 

Your help in this wonderful ministry is appreciated! 

CONGRATS ON REACHING ANOTHER 

To find out more about this 
organization click here or 

go online to: 

www.waterforlife.org 

https://www.waterforlife.org/projects.html
http://www.waterforlife.org/projects.html
http://www.waterforlife.org/projects.html
http://www.waterforlife.org/projects.html
http://www.waterforlife.org/projects.html
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ALF  Age Level and Family Services 

Happy New Year to everyone from ALF.   

In January ALF had our planning meeting for the year.  We 

have activities or worship service handouts planned for each 

month.   

Mark your calendar with these dates for 

family fun activities: 

March 14th 5:00 pm - Touch of Green Potluck and 

Game Night.   

George Geis will bring his famous Irish stew and 

everyone else is asked to bring a dish to share.  Come 

decked out in your best green outfit - you will be 

judged.  Afterwards, we will have game night.  Bring a 

game to share or join one in progress. 

April 18th 2:00 pm - Canvas and 

Cookies 

Once again, Glenda Shealey will be 

giving us painting lessons again.  Always 

a lot of fun.   

July 4th 7-7:30 pm - Ice Cream Social 

Bring your lawn chairs and have the best seat for 

the Brighton Fireworks 

August 30th starts at 11:30 am- Church Picnic 

Fried Chicken, plates and silverware, and drinks 

provided by ALF, we ask the congregation to 

please bring a dish to share.  There will be a 

cornhole competition afterwards - game on! 

September we will be Celebrating our Over 

80's with a brunch after church.   

Come join in the fun. 

In October we will have the Annual Joan Hahn Chili 

Cook-off and Game Night.   

We look forward to seeing everyone at 

these activities. 
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Remember that our 
youth group is open to 
all youth that are in  
grades 6th - 12th.  They 
do not have to be a 
member of our church, 
just need to want to be 
with other youth who 
want to learn more about 
our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  We meet every 
Sunday from 11:00-1:00. Continued on next page. 

The youth group has started back up in full 

swing.   

The youth had a fun and busy December.  We had 

a gingerbread house competition.  The voting 

was close but the winners were Ava Aitchison and 

Michelle Kennedy.  We helped with the float for 

the Brighton Parade of Lights, enjoyed our annual 

Christmas party, and held our lock in where we 

took a trip to Hudson Gardens to see the 

Christmas lights. 

For 2026 we will be doing our 3rd Sunday Brunch.  We 

are studying "Drive-thru History - The Gospels" with 

Dave Stotts.  We are working on planning our mission 

trip for this summer, our parking lot sale in May, and 

the Car Show in July. 

The youth will be hosting their Valentines dinner on 

Feb 14th at 5:30 pm.  Tickets are $10 per person.   
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Continued from previous page. 

Jan/Feb Calendar 
01/02  Youth Lock-in 4 pm to 12 am 

01/04  No youth group 

01/11  Third Sunday Brunch 7:15 am,  

             Youth Group 11-1 

01/18  Youth Group 11-1 

01/25  Youth Group 11-1 

02/01 Youth Group 11-1 

02/08 Youth Group 11-1 

02/14 Valentines Dinner and entertainment! 

            Youth come in at 3:00 pm 

02/15 3rd Sunday Brunch 7:15 am  

    Youth Group trip to Hoedown Hill for tubing 

02/22 Youth Group 11-1 
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Partner with BMC  
Through Giving 
Thank you for your faithful giving in support of our Ministry! 

To continue your weekly contribution there are multiple ways to 

ensure it is received. 

• Mail a check 

• Set up AutoPay through your bank 

• Use our online payment portal (you can 

set up recurring payments as well) 

• Link:  BrightonMethodistChurch/Giving 

• You can use the mail drop slot located at 

the choir door on the Northeast side of 

the building near the courtyard. 

• You can also use the QR code.  

Scan here 

Thank You! 

Support the Scholarship Program!   
Don’t forget to use your King Soopers loyalty card when you 
shop. Help us earn money for the scholarship program! 

If you haven’t registered your card, please jump online and do 
so today. If you need any help, contact Glenda in the office. 
Every time you check out, type your phone number into the 
keypad at the register or swipe your card. Donations are 
disbursed quarterly. Sign up on the King Soopers home page 
under the Community Rewards link at the bottom of the page. 

Scan here for the  
Annual Pledge form  
for 2026 

Giving to 
your church  
does not only mean money.  

You can give your  

• PRAYERS 

Join the Prayer Warriors,  

pray with us on the Mid-day 

Prayer Break, or pray on  

your own 

• PRESENCE 

Attend public worship, 

invite friends and family, 

attend church events 

• TALENTS 

Share your gifts of music, 

cooking, cleaning, listening, 

fixing, organizing  

• SERVICE 

Become an usher, teach 

Children’s Church, help 

with Fellowship time 

• WITNESS 

Share your faith with 

anyone  

in hopes that they might  

come to faith in Christ 

If you would like more 

information on how you can 

partner with BMC in any of 

these ways, call the office  

(303-659-2022)  

or send an email to 

office@brightonmethodist.org 

We will guide you to the 

correct person to speak with. 

https://www.brightonmethodist.org/giving/
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Through ChurchDev.com, we found that we could reduce the cost for hosting and maintaining 
our site, while updating and streamlining the look of it.  We were able to keep our domain name, 
and to develop a site that has a clean, modern look while being easier to keep up to date. We 
were able to add an accurate calendar, a place to add prayer requests, and also a mobile app. 

Please check us out at www.brightonmethodist.org 
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https://heartlandgmc.org/disaster-relief-giving/

